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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF REV. JOSEPH McCREARY 

BONE. 

Contributed by His Only Grandson, Hugh McCrbaby Bonk, 

Crowley, La. 

I was born near Statesville, Wilson County, Tenn., April 
18th, 1812. Was baptized by Rev. Thomas Calhoon and at- 
tended church and camp-meeting from my earliest recollection 
at Old Smith Fork Church. 

The last camp-meeting I attended at that place was in the 
fall of 182S. It was conducted by Father Calhoon and R. Don- 
nell. It was a very successful meeting. The impressions on 
my mind were lasting. 

A few weeks after the meeting I emigrated with my par- 
ents (Andrew McCreary and Lucinda Bone) to Illinois and 
settled in what is now Bethany, Moultrie county. Our nearest 
neighbors were five miles away. 

Rev. David Foster came and preached for us. On his first 
visit we went with him six miles to the settlement to get a 
congregation. He continued to preach for us until his death. 
He organized the Bethany congregation. I was rejoiced to see 
him ; I hoped to be benefited by his ministration, for I had not 
got away from the impression made on my mind and heart at 
the camp-meeting in Tennessee. My soul was in distress, my 
darkness and guilt appeared to increase, at times I was almost 
ready to despair. 

His sermons were experimental and searching. My con- 
victions increased, but when I finally resolved to go to the Lord 
and submit my case to Him and ask for salvation for the sake 
of what Jesus had done, depending on Him alone for accept- 
ance, I experienced the truth, that God hath power on earth to 
forgive sins. The wilderness and the solitary place was made 
glad. At least one soul was made glad; I soon after united 
with the Bethany congregation. 
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When I was permitted to have access to God in prayer I 
was sometimes made to have most clear and soul stirring views 
of the situation of a wicked and perishing world. My soul was 
in an agony. Then again I was permitted to have clear and 
soul satisfying views of the plan of salvation and the fullness 
that there is in Christ to save all mankind. I could not avoid 
the impression that God required me to warn sinners of their 
danger and invite them to Christ. When I was submissive I 
enjoyed the Divine presence ; but when I looked at my unworth- 
iness, weakness, corruption and ignorance and the responsibil- 
ities of the work, I shrank back and decided that I could not go, 
I was left in darkness, doubt and distress. 

I labored to conceal my impressions, but Father Foster 
found me out, instructed, encouraged and urged me forward, 
and I finally put myself under the care of Vandalia presbytery 
as a candidate for the ministry. 

Educational facilities at that time in Illinois were few. I 
went to a common school a year and a half and then went to 
Kentucky one year. The death of my father made it necessary 
for me to return home. I was licensed April 2nd, 1836, and 
ordained April 7th, 1838, by the Vandalia presbytery. 

From the time of my ordination until the spring of 1875 
I was engaged all the time in the services of the church except 
one six months that I was necessarily laid aside by ill health. 
My field was Vandalia presbytery except the last two years, 
during which I was in Decatur presbytery. When I was 
licensed there was no Cumberland Presbyterian preacher 
nearer to Bethany than sixty miles and very few preachers of 
other denominations. Calls came up for preaching from every 
direction. I yielded to the pressure and entered upon the itin- 
erant work. My circuit extended from Decatur to Vandalia. I 
went round about once a month, rode from five to twenty-five 
miles per day and preached once and often twice a day. 

The last year of my itinerancy, 1840, 1 attended nine camp- 
meetings. These were days of toil but they were pleasant days, 
— days that I love to remember as the happiest days of my min- 
istry. 
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Vandalia presbytery at its fall session of 1840, ordered me 
to preach at Liberty Prairie and Goshen, in the vicinity of 
Edwardsville. 

There was a small congregation organized at Liberty 
Prairie but none at Goshen. There were not more than fifteen 
members in both neighborhoods. These were working, praying 
christians, and the Lord heard and blessed, and they were built 
up. A church was soon organized at Goshen. We held two 
camp-meetings in Liberty Prairie, Goshen united with them, 
in the fall of 1841. That was a very successful meeting; many 
souls were converted. The other in the fall of 1842 was not so 
successful, but it was a good meeting and strengthened our 
cause very much. During my labors in this country I preached 
regularly twice a month in the Omphghent neighborhood. Soon 
after my resignation I was ordered to return and organize a 
church at that place, which I did. 

The summer of 1845 I had no engagement on account of 
feeble health. In the fall of that year I was ordered to go and 
preach at Taylorville and Antioch. There was an organized 
congregation at Antioch of ten or twelve members. We had no 
membership at Taylorville. I preached twice a month at each 
place. In Taylorville I preached in a private room, then in a 
dilapidated school-house, then in the court house. We built 
the first protestant church that was built in that place. The 
Presbyterians of every school that came to that country united 
with our church. Two of the Elders of the Antioch church 
moved to Taylorville. The presbytery changed the name of 
the church to Taylorville. For some three years I preached all 
the time in Taylorville. I think the church in 1868 numbered 
some sixty members. 

The first year I was there they paid me f 100, and board. 
My salary increased. The last two years I received about $250 
per year. 

The old school element predominated; I became discour- 
aged and resigned in the spring of 1856 and went to Bear 
Creek, now Donnellson, and took charge of that congregation 
and preached to them two sabbaths in the month for seven 
years ; all the time for six years. The first two years I preached 
the other half of the time at Union, near Hillsboro, Montgom- 
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ery County, and four years to the McDavid Point congregation, 
and one year to the Pleasant Prairie congregation. The Bear 
Creek congregation, when I went there, was worshiping in an 
old and uncomfortable house. They soon built a neat brick 
church that cost them some $2250, and a parsonage that cost 
them some $500. There we enjoyed many precious seasons. 
There were upwards of one hundred conversions during my 
ministry at that place. The first year the salary was about 
$250. It increased gradually, the last year it was over $400. 
The membership at Union was small but they understood 
themselves and were firm. They went forward steadily, the 
Lord blessed them and their numbers were increased. When I 
commenced preaching at McDavid's Point there were very few 
Cumberland Presbyterians there. We enjoyed some precious 
revivals of religion at that place. Their numbers were in- 
creased and they were organized and soon built them a neat 
and comfortable house of worship. They still live to labor for 
the Master and bear testimony to the truth. The Pleasant 
Prairie congregation has long been established in the faith 
and usages of the church ; it was very pleasant to labor among 
them. 

In the fall of 1869 I received a call to return to Taylor- 
ville and I accepted it and commenced my labors there in No- 
vember. I found twenty-two members. The little church we 
built at first was still standing and in neat repair. We organ- 
ized a sabbath school and introduced regular services. 

During the winter we had a precious revival. Some fifteen 
conversions and nearly all united with the church. Soon after 
my wife became sorely afflicted, the care and attention that she 
required added to the labours necessary to build up the church, 
were more than I could sustain at my age. I therefore resigned 
the charge. I received $800 salary per year. 

June, 1871, 1 went to Bethany, Moultrie County, on invita- 
tion. This was the home of my youth ; here I entered the min- 
istry, here I commenced my labors in the ministry. I preached 
what I could. On account of our affliction I was able to do but 
little pastoral work. We enjoyed some precious seasons here, 
salary $600 a year and a house. 
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Note — Joseph McCreary Bone was married to Mrs. Julia Boyd 
in 1850, and to them was born one child, the late Thomas 
Andrew Bone of Decatur, 111. For three years previous 
to his death in 1888, he lived in Decatur, 111. He was 
buried at Bethany, 111. 



